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1 Introduction 

 Background 1.1

This Hazardous Goods Policy provides the framework to ensure all stakeholders 
across the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre (QEIIMC) campus are aware of their 
responsibilities with respect to hazardous goods (including any substances).  

Hazardous goods anywhere on the QEIIMC Campus include the following: 

 Clinical waste;  

 Cytotoxic waste; 

 Pharmaceutical waste; 

 Chemical waste;  

 Radioactive waste;  

 Laboratory waste; 

 Biological Hazards; and  

 Other (including gas and petroleum, general waste of a dangerous nature and 
similar).  

 Purpose 1.2

To provide direction to all patients, visitors, staff, students, contractors, tenants and 
other users on the QEIIMC campus regarding the appropriate and adequate 
management and disposal of hazardous goods on the QEIIMC campus.  

 Applicability  1.3

This policy applies to all patients, visitors, staff, students, contractors, tenants and 
other users on the QEIIMC campus (collectively, Users).  

2 Policy Statement 

The QEIIMC Trust is committed to working with the tenants and other stakeholders on 
the QEIIMC campus to ensure all hazardous goods are appropriately identified, 
managed, stored, catalogued and disposed of in accordance with all relevant 
legislation, guidelines and best practice processes and procedures.  

3 Policy Principles 

 Identification, Storage, Management, Cataloguing and Disposal 3.1
of Hazardous Goods 
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It is expected that each User who procures, possesses, utilises, generates, manages, 
stores, moves, removes and / or disposes of hazardous goods ensures that all 
associated processes and procedures comply with all relevant legislation, guidelines 
and policies including but not limited to the Occupational Safety and Health 
Regulations 1996, Poisons Act 1964, Radiation Safety Act 1975 and Dangerous 
Goods Safety Act 2004. This will include, but not be limited to: 

 The creation and maintenance of a Hazardous Substances Register; 

 Compliance with the requirements to maintain Material Safety Data Sheets; 

 Undertaking risk assessments with respect to the use of hazardous 
goods/substances on the QEIIMC campus; 

 Maintenance of appropriate policies and procedures with respect to the 
management and disposal of hazardous goods/substances including in 
emergency circumstances;  

 Ensuring that staff that come into contact with hazardous goods/substances 
are adequately trained; 

 Ensuring that the risk to people, property and the environment from the storing, 
handling or transporting of dangerous goods is minimised; 

 Ensuring that any reportable situation that involves dangerous goods is 
reported to a Dangerous Goods Officer as soon as reasonably practicable; and  

 Any additional legislative responsibilities.  

 Hazardous Goods/Substances in the common areas of the 3.2
QEIIMC Site 

The QEIIMC Trust is responsible for the management of the common areas of the 
QEIIMC campus. Where a User has an incident within or potentially affecting a 
common area of the QEIIMC campus involving hazardous goods, it is to be reported to 
the QEIIMC Trust as soon as practicable. Refer to the QEIIMC Trust Workplace 
Management Policy, Risk Management Policy and Security Policy for further 
information.  

Where there is an emergency related to or that has the potential to impact on 
hazardous goods, tenants and stakeholders shall follow their documented emergency 
management policies and procedures and should refer to the QEIIMC Emergency 
Policy for additional information.  

4 Roles and Responsibilities 

 QEIIMC Trust 4.1

As landlord of the QEIIMC Reserve, the QEIIMC Trust is to ensure tenants are 
undertaking their responsibilities with respect to the management of hazardous goods. 
The QEIIMC Trust will cooperate with tenants and other stakeholders (e.g. contractors) 
to communicate the roles and responsibilities with respect to the safe management, 
storage and disposal of hazardous goods/substances and the emergency 
management requirements related to incidents involving hazardous goods/substances. 
The QEIIMC Trust shall work with tenants and stakeholders to manage incidents 
involving hazardous goods/substances within or potentially affecting the common 
areas of the QEIIMC campus. 
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 Tenants / Stakeholders 4.2

Tenants and/or stakeholders are responsible for ensuring the safe handling, 
management, storage, transport and disposal of hazardous goods/substances 
complies with all relevant and applicable legislation and guidelines and where 
possible, best practice processes and procedures in accordance with their leases and 
the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre (Delegate Site) By-laws 1986. Tenants and/or 
stakeholders are responsible for reporting any incidents involving hazardous 
goods/substances within common areas of the QEIIMC campus.  

5 Definitions 

Biological Hazards Biological hazards are organic substances that pose a threat to 
the health or humans and other living organisms. Biological 
hazards include pathogenic micro-organisms, viruses, toxins, 
spores, fungi and bio-active substances.  

Chemical Waste Chemical waste includes waste material generated from the use 
of chemicals in medical, dental, veterinary, laboratory, ancillary 
and disposal procedures; specimens and cultures are 
separately classified as Laboratory waste. Some chemical 
wastes may also be classed as hazardous substances and/or 
dangerous goods 

Clinical Waste Clinical waste is waste that has potential to cause disease, 
sharps injury or public offence and includes sharps, human 
tissue waste, laboratory waste, animal waste and any other 
relevant waste specific to an establishment.  

Cytotoxic Waste Cytotoxic waste includes material that is, or may be, 
contaminated with a cytotoxic drug during the preparation, 
transport or administration of cytotoxic therapy. 

Dangerous goods 
incident 

The Dangerous Goods Safety Act 2004 defines a dangerous 
goods incident as any incident that involved dangerous goods 
and that caused or, but for intervening events, could have 
caused –  

(a) The death of an individual, unreasonable bodily injury to an 
individual that interferes with his or her health or comfort, or 
unreasonable harm to the health of an individual; 

(b) Significant and unreasonable damage or harm to property of 
the environment.  

Hazardous 
Substance 

A substance that is an AC classified hazardous substance or a 
GHS classified hazardous substance. 

Laboratory Waste Laboratory waste includes specimens or cultures discarded in 
the course of medical, dental or veterinary practice or research, 
including genetically manipulated material and imported 
biological material or any material grossly contaminated 
thereby. It should be managed in accordance with AS/NZS 
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2243.1, 2243.2, 2243.3 and AS 2243.4 (Int). 

Pharmaceutical 
Waste 

Pharmaceutical waste includes waste material that may arise 
from pharmaceutical products that have passed their 
recommended shelf life, discarded pharmaceuticals due to off-
specification batches or contaminated packaging, drugs 
returned by patients or discarded by the public, drugs that are 
no longer required by the establishment and drug components 
generated during manufacture of pharmaceuticals. This 
excludes pharmaceutical drugs and their metabolic by-products 
excreted by patients undergoing therapy, uncontaminated 
packaging material including empty pill bottles and strip 
packages, used syringes and intravenous giving sets (unless 
contaminated with cytotoxic drugs), simple intravenous solutions 
such as saline or glucose without added drugs. Used syringes 
and intravenous giving sets may be classed as Clinical waste – 
sharps and therefore need to be disposed of accordingly. 

Radioactive Waste Radioactive waste includes solid, liquid, and gaseous 
radioactive waste materials which are no longer suitable for 
designated health care purposes, but may have other uses. 

Related Waste Related waste includes cytotoxic waste, pharmaceutical waste, 
chemical waste and radioactive waste.  

Reportable 
Situation 

A situation that where people, property or the environment are 
harmed. The following incidents must also be reported under 
the Dangerous Goods Act (2004) and Dangerous Goods Safety 
Regulations (2007): 

a) Any dangerous goods incident or incident that, but for 
intervening events, could have (i.e. near miss) resulted in 
unreasonable (i.e. serious) hard to people, environment or 
property; 

b) Any incident that results in a dangerous situation; and 
c) Any incident specified in specific regulations.  

Petroleum Petroleum is a thick flammable, yellow to black mixture of 
gaseous, liquid and solid hydrocarbons that occur naturally 
beneath the earth’s surface and can be separated into fractions 
including natural gas, gasoline, naptha, kerosene, fuel and 
lubricating oils, paraffin wax and asphalt.  

 

6 Supporting Information 

 Clinical and Related Waste Management Policy 

 QEIIMC Trust Campus Emergency Policy  

 QEIIMC Trust Workplace Management Policy  

 QEIIMC Trust Security Policy  

 QEIIMC Trust Risk Management Policy  
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7 Relevant legislation  

 Dangerous Goods Safety Act 2004 

 Dangerous Goods Safety (General) Regulations 2007 

 Environmental Protection Act 1986 

 Environmental Protection Controlled Waste Regulations 2004 

 Occupational Safety and Health Act 1984 

 Occupational Health and Safety Regulation 1996 

 Poisons Act 1964 

 Radiation Safety Act 1975 

8 Policy custodian 

Enquiries relating to this policy can be emailed to qeiimctrust@health.wa.gov.au. 

9 Review 

Version  Effective from Effective to Amendment(s) 

MP2018_ 
V1.0 

15 January 
2018 

Current Original version 

    

    

10  Approval  

This policy has been approved and issued by the Project Director of the QEIIMC Trust 
as the System Manager.  

Approval by Bill Anderson, Project Director, Queen Elizabeth II Medical 

Centre Trust 

Approval date 15 January 2018 

Published date 15 January 2018 

Dept. File No NA 
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